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February 28, 2022 
 
Dear Tri-District Community, 
 
On February 7, 2022, Governor Murphy announced that the Executive Order requiring universal 
masking in all school buildings by students, staff and visitors will be lifted effective Monday, 
March 7, 2022. To prepare all three districts sent a survey to families and staff to assess their 
feelings on moving to a mask optional procedure. The results are as follows for the Tri-District: 
 

• 452 family responses: 86% in favor of masks optional and 14% in favor of universal 
masking 

• 168 staff responses: 83% in favor of masks optional and 17% in favor of universal 
masking 

 
On February 23, 2022, the New Jersey Department of Health (NJDOH) released guidance for 
school districts related to masking. In addition, on Friday, February 25, 2022, the Centers for 
Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) announced that guidance related to masking would be 
based on the level of community risk, which would also apply to schools. These 
recommendations have been carefully reviewed and have been incorporated into the plan 
outlined below. As discussed at all three regular Board of Education meetings, due to the 
declining levels of community transmission, the decrease in the Covid Activity Level Index 
(CALI) provided by the NJDOH and the low level of school impact, on March 7, 2022, all three 
districts will be moving to the following procedures related to masking: 
 

• Although we still encourage the use of masks as a precautionary strategy to prevent the 
spread of Covid, masking will be optional for students, staff, and visitors inside of all 
school buildings  and school buses effective March 7, 2022. (Please see exceptions 
below.) 
o Students or staff who choose to wear a mask will be fully supported in the 

school environment and harassment, bullying or ridicule of individuals due to 
their choice regarding masks will not be tolerated and conduct will be 
addressed according to all school policies regarding conduct and harassment, 
intimidation and bullying. 

 
EXCEPTIONS: 

• As per the CDC and NJDOH guidelines, masking guidelines related to student or staff 
quarantine will still be enforced. Therefore, individuals who test positive for Covid-19 
or who have been identified as a close contact and are subject to quarantine, will be 
required to wear masks at all times during days 6-10 of their precaution period if they 
would like to return to school under the shortened quarantine guidelines. 



 

 

• When illness occurs in school, staff and students will be asked to wear a mask if being 
screened for illness by the nurse or while in the school setting (waiting to be picked up 
when ill).  

• The district reserves the right to re-establish universal masking policies, as per the 
recommendations of the CDC and the NJDOH, during the following circumstances: 
o The region’s CALI level reaches HIGH (orange) or VERY HIGH (red) levels which 

signals that community transmission is increasing. 
o If an active outbreak or a general increase in cases which negatively impacts the 

school community occurs, the school district will consult with the local health 
department and school physician to determine if a temporary universal masking 
period is necessary. This period of universal masking may apply to individual 
classrooms, programs, events, or the entire school to prevent further spread of 
illness.  
 

The updated NJDOH guidance for K-12 settings has been included with this communication. 
Please carefully review the procedures above and the guidance and do not hesitate to contact me, 
your building principal or your school nurse with any questions that you may have. 
 
Thank you and as always, stay safe, stay healthy and stay KIND! 
 
 
 
Dr. Tara Beams 
 


